MFR OP JESUS.

only thaumaturgus and exorcist in spite of himself. Miracles are
ordinarily the work of the public much more than of him to whom
they are attributed Jesus persistently shunned the performance of
the wonders which the multitude would have created for him ; the
greatest miracle would have been his refusal to perform any;
never would the laws of history and popular psychology have
suffered so great a derogation. The miracles of Jesus were a
violence done to him by his age, a concession forced from him by
a passing necessity. The exorcist and the thaumaturgtis have
alike pa-sed a^ay ; but the relioious reformer will live eternally.

Even those who did not believe in him were struck with these
acts, and sought to be witnesses of them."1 The pagans, and per-
sons unacquainted with him, experienced a sentiment of fear, and
sought to remove him from their district 2 Many thought perhaps
to abuse his name by connecting it with seditious movements.8
But the purely moral and in no respect political tendency of the
character of Jesus saved him from these entanglements. His
kingdom was in the circle of disciples, whom a like freshness of
imagination and the same foretaste of heaven had grouped and
retained around him.
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